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1
METHOD FOR ATTRIBUTE BASED
BROADCAST ENCRYPTION WITH
PERMANENT REVOCATION

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to the field of computer communica-
tion networks. Specifically the invention relates to the field of
broadcast encryption.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Publications and other reference materials referred to
herein, including reference cited therein, are incorporated
herein by reference in their entirety and are numerically ref-
erenced in the following text and respectively grouped in the
appended Bibliography which immediately precedes the
claims.

The concept of broadcast encryption was first introduced in
[8] and further developed in many works including [ 14], [11],
[2], [9], [7] and [12]. Broadcast encryption systems allow a
broadcaster to send encrypted data to a set of users such that
only a subset RS of authorized users can decrypt the data. A
main challenge in constructing broadcast systems is ensuring
that, even when the users that are not in RS collude, it is
computationally infeasible for unauthorized users to decrypt
a message.

Broadcast encryption systems support temporary revoca-
tion of users if revoked users are excluded from the set RS for
a single ciphertext. Typically, in such systems, the identities
of'the revoked users are parameters in the encryption mecha-
nism.

Broadcast encryption systems support permanent revoca-
tion of users if revoked users cannot decrypt any ciphertext
after the revocation. Permanent user revocation is efficiently
implemented in symmetric encryption schemes (e.g. the third
scheme of [7]). Temporary revocation is achieved by various
schemes including [5] and the first two schemes of [7].

Broadcast encryption systems are either stateful or state-
less. A stateful scheme requires receivers to store a state and
update it based on the ciphertexts they receive. Stateless
receivers do not necessarily update a state. Stateless schemes
are preferable in the sense that receivers do not have to be
continuously online to update a state. However, stateful
schemes open new avenues to achieve permanent revocation
by basing decryption on the state and not enabling revoked
users to correctly update a state. Furthermore, broadcast mod-
els in which the receivers can open a two-way channel to the
broadcaster are becoming more prevalent, e.g. IPTV and
Over-The-Top broadcasting. Given such two-way channels,
receivers can update their state even if they go offline for a
time.

A trivial solution for constructing collusion resistant
broadcast system works as follows: The broadcaster main-
tains n independent encryption keys, while each user is
granted his/her personal decryption key. The broadcaster
encrypts each message with all of the encryption keys. Each
user maintains a single private key, and decrypts a message by
his/her private key. Since the keys are independent, collusion
resistance is satisfied for any number of revoked colluding
users. Obviously, this scheme is not efficient in the number of
encryption/decryption keys, size of broadcaster storage, and
cost of encryption/decryption procedure.

Protocols for stateful receivers have been introduced and
analyzed in [10], [15], [3], [4], [18], and [16]. Most of the
stateful symmetric encryption schemes are based on graph
theory constructions, and support permanent revocation of a
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single user or a group of users. The protocols of [14] and [11]
are based on the graph theoretic approach and provide per-
manent revocation of a single user or a group of users. The
scheme of [11], based on the Layered Subset Difference
technique, improves the results of [ 14], and shows that for any
€>0 one can create an efficient broadcast scheme (that sup-
ports users’ revocation) with O(log"* n) keys, O(r) messages,
and O(log n) cryptographic operations. Here r<n denotes a
number of revoked users.

The best schemes of [16] require log n keys per update,
linear server (broadcaster) storage of 2n-1 keys, and logarith-
mic user storage of log n keys. Nevertheless, all these
schemes are based on the private (symmetric) keys encryp-
tion. The drawback of this approach is that only users that
have the secret key, can receive and decrypt the broadcasted
messages.

The stateless broadcast encryption schemes may be based
on symmetric-key or public-key approach.

Stateless Symmetric Key Schemes

The most efficient stateless symmetric scheme of [7],
based on Generalized Decisional Diffie-Hellman Exponent
(GDDHE) assumption (Construction 3) provides users’ revo-
cation with the symmetric encryption and decryption keys of
constant size and length of ciphertexts of the order O(r),
where parameter r denotes the number of revoked users. The
Construction 3 of [7] supports users permanent revocation.

The use of symmetric key cryptosystems restricts the solu-
tions presented in [7] in the sense that only the server (or
central module) may broadcast the sensitive data.

Stateless Public Key Schemes

The most used approach in creating collusion resistant
broadcast or revocation systems is based on hardness of deci-
sional algebraic problems in the groups of elliptic curves (for
example Bilinear Decisional Diffie-Hellman (BDDH) prob-
lem). The broadcast encryption schemes for stateless receiv-
ers based on bilinear maps were proposed in [2] and further
developed in [9]. The consequent constructions are compared
regarding the efficiency parameters such as decryption/en-
cryption keys and ciphertext sizes, and time complexity. Two
constructions, based on bilinear maps, were introduced in [9].
In the first construction a ciphertext and private keys are of
constant size, while public key length is linear in total number
of receivers. The second construction achieves trade off
between the ciphertext and public key length when both of
them are of order O(Vn) for any subset of receivers from a
system of n users. The system uses constant size ciphertexts.

A powerful technique for public-key, broadcast encryption
systems, is Attribute Based Encryption (ABE) (e.g., [5],
[13]). The purpose of ABE is to establish access policy for
decrypted data among users of a given set.

ABE was proposed in [17] as means for encrypted access
control. The main idea of the ABE system is that ciphertexts
are not necessarily encrypted for one particular user. Unlike
traditional public-private key cryptography, user’s private
keys and ciphertexts are associated with a set of attributes that
auser possesses. A user can decrypt a ciphertext if and only if
he/she has a corresponding set of attributes associated with a
security policy. In the Ciphertext Policy Attribute Based
Encryption (CP-ABE) a user has to posses a certain set of
attributes in order to access data.

The purpose of ABE is to establish access policy on who
among the users of a given set can decrypt data. The number
of keys used in ABE is logarithmic in the number of users,
which provides the smallest possible number of keys ([6]).
ABE ensures collusion resistance for any number of revoked
colluding users. The main idea of the CP-ABE is that a user’s
private key is associated with (an arbitrary number of)
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attributes. A user is able to decrypt a ciphertext if there is a
match between his/her attributes and the access structure of
the ciphertext.

The paper [ 6] presents the proof of the basic schemes of [ 5].
In addition the basic ABE scheme is optimized in [6] by
introducing the hierarchical structure of the attributes. Like
other ABE based revocation systems, the scheme of [5] pro-
vides only temporary revocation of users.

Efficiency of the Broadcast Encryption Scheme

Efficiency is measured in server/user storage space, com-
putational complexity of key update procedure and a number
of messages sent upon join or revocation event.

Optimal efficiency is achieved for public key with tempo-
rary revocation by [12] and for symmetric key with perma-
nent revocation by [7]. In both works,
the encryption/decryption keys are of constant size, cipher-
text size is of O(r),
wherer is the number of revoked users, and the computational
complexity of a key update procedure is O(r).

Basic Ciphertext Policy ABE (CP-ABE) techniques were
introduced and analyzed in [1]. Any user in [1] is assigned a
set of attributes and can decrypt any ciphertext that embeds a
policy, which satisfies the user’s attributes. Furthermore, any
coalition of users cannot decrypt a ciphertext if none of the
user’s attributes satisfies the policy.

A previous broadcast encryption work [5] bases broadcast
encryption on CP-ABE. However, each revocation is tempo-
rary since sequentially revoked users (identified with differ-
ent sets of attributes) can share their attribute keys and recon-
struct the keys updated after their revocation.

The following table summarizes the classification of
Broadcast Encryption methods used in the prior art publica-
tions referenced herein that discuss the subject of revocation.
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a) in the setup stage—a random control component is
added by the broadcaster to the master key;

b) in the key generation stage—the broadcaster sends to
each user a private key that includes the attributes of the
user and a component that includes the state of the user,
wherein the state of the user is a function of the random
control component;

¢) in the encrypt stage: the broadcaster constructs a cipher-
text by use of an algorithm that includes a global secret
key, wherein the global secret key is encrypted by the
private keys of the subset of authorized users; and

d) in the decrypt stage: the broadcaster sends the ciphertext
which encrypts the global secret key to the authorized
users, whereupon only users in the subset of authorized
users are able to decrypt and use the global secret key.

If one or more users is admitted to or revoked from the

subset of authorized users, thereby forming a new subset of
authorized users the method proceeds as follows:

a) the broadcaster updates the random control component
to a new random control component; thereby,

b) changing the master key and the state of each user and
their private keys; thereby,

¢) changing the global secret key to a new global secretkey,
which is encrypted by the private keys of the new subset
of authorized users; thereby,

d) only allowing users in the new subset of authorized users
to decrypt ciphertext that has been encrypted by the
broadcaster using an algorithm that includes the new
global secret key; and therefore,

e) only allowing users in the new subset of authorized users
to use the new global secret key.

Embodiments of the method of the invention are adapted to

transform any Attribute-Based Encryption scheme that sup-

Public Symmetric

Revocation  stateful stateless Stateful

stateless

Temporary
Permanent

(2], 5], [13], 8], [12]

(101, [15], [3], [4], [18], [16], [14], 11]

71

From the above table it is seen that in the prior art there does
not exist a public-key encryption method that supports per-
manent user revocation.

Therefore it is a purpose of the present invention to provide
public-key encryption method that supports permanent user
revocation.

It is another purpose of the present invention to extend
known Ciphertext Policy ABE (CP-ABE) techniques to sup-
port permanent revocation.

It is another purpose of the present invention to provide a
method for transforming public key broadcasting encryption
methods with temporary revocation into methods with similar
efficiency and permanent revocation.

Further purposes and advantages of this invention will
appear as the description proceeds.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention is a method for broadcast encryption that
allows a broadcaster to send encrypted data to a set of users
such that only a subset of authorized users can decrypt the
data. The method supports permanent revocation of users and
comprises the following modifications to the four stages of
the basic Cipher-text Policy Attribute-Based Encryption tech-
niques:
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ports only temporary revocation into a scheme that supports
the permanent revocation of users.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS
OF THE INVENTION

The invention is a new and efficient method for broadcast
encryption. A broadcast encryption method allows a broad-
caster to send an encrypted message to a dynamically chosen
subset RS, IRS|=n of a given set of users, such that only users
in this subset can decrypt the message. An important compo-
nent of broadcast encryption methods is revocation of users
by the broadcaster, thereby updating the subset RS. Revoca-
tion may be either temporary, for a specific ciphertext, or
permanent.

The invention is a public key broadcast encryption method
that supports permanent revocation of users. The method of
the invention is fully collusion-resistant. In other words, even
if all the users in the network collude with a revoked user, the
revoked user cannot encrypt messages without receiving new
keys from the broadcaster. The procedure is based on basic
Cipher-text Policy Attribute-Based Encryption (CP-ABE)
techniques introduced and analyzed in [1].

The overhead of the method of the invention is O(log n) in
all major performance measures including length of private
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and public keys, computational complexity, user’s storage
space, and computational complexity of encryption and
decryption.

The method of the invention allows the generic transfor-
mation of any CP-ABE based broadcast encryption scheme
(all of which provide only temporary revocation) into a
scheme with permanent revocation.

A prior art broadcast encryption work [5] bases broadcast
encryption on CP-ABE. However, each revocation is tempo-
rary since sequentially revoked users (identified with differ-
ent sets of attributes) can share their attribute keys and recon-
struct the keys updated after their revocation. The present
invention eliminates this problem in such a way that any
revoked user/users cannot decrypt any ciphertext broadcast
after the revocation. Moreover, the collusion of all users from
the new set of broadcast receivers cannot help in this attempt.

The main advantages of the method of the invention are:

an efficient public-key encryption scheme that supports
permanent users’ revocation. The identities of the
revoked users are permanently excluded (upon key
update procedure) from the encryption mechanism.
Prior art methods that enabled permanent revocation are
all based on symmetric keys: e.g., scheme 3 of [7] and
[14]. The use of public encryption systems allows any
user (not only a broadcaster) to encrypt and broadcast a
message.

By providing permanent users’ revocation, the present
invention treats the more complex notion of collusion
when a previously revoked user Ui can get private infor-
mation (including secret keys) from a later revoked user
Uj (or set of such revoked users). Hence, the method of
the invention copes with stronger adversary, compared
with the previous public key schemes e.g., [2], [5]. The
penalty paid by the present invention is that the method
is stateful and hence all the participating users must be
permanently on-line (or updated about the sessions they
missed).

There is no change in the public key upon executing the
Join procedure, and Join may be efficiently implemented
in O(log n) time complexity. It should be noted that the
best prior art implementation is introduced in [7] that
requires O(1) time complexity. The present invention
uses an efficient key update based on the basic CP-ABE
techniques that is executed by the server (broadcaster).

The efficiency of the method of the invention is worse by at
most a factor of O(log n) from the most efficient public
key scheme [12], which only achieves temporary revo-
cation. Efficiency is measured in the length of private
and public keys, length of a ciphertext and computa-
tional complexity of a decryption/key update procedure.
The permanent revocation achieved by the method of the
invention requires a public key of length O(1), private
keys of length O(log n) and the ciphertext length to
revoke rusers is O(rlog n). The computational complex-
ity of'a key update is also O(r log n).

The method of the invention uses basic CP-ABE [1] in a
way that supports users’ permanent revocation. The mainidea
is to change the state of each non revoked user by updating the
master key MK and the secret key SKi of each user in a way
that all the users except the revoked user Uj can decrypt the
ciphertext and no coalition of users that record the messages
after the exclusion of Uj can assist in updating SKj and
computing the new secret master key.

The method of the invention proceeds as follows:

Each user is defined by a unique combination of attributes,

e.g. the bits in a binary representation of the user’s ID, or
any other equivalent representation. Each user receives
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from the broadcaster attribute (private) keys that enable
sending a public-key encrypted message to be decrypted
by any subset of users, see [5] for details. The broad-
caster authorizes a subset of receivers RS by broadcast-
ing the global secret key Control Word (CW). This key is
encrypted by the appropriate attribute keys for RS (ac-
cording to the ABE system). The broadcaster may then
encrypt bulk data using CW.

Each user from the receiver set RS maintains the state State,
that is defined as a value of a certain one-way function
over a secret counter variable CTR: State,=f,(CTR).

When a user Uj is revoked from the receivers set RS, the
broadcaster updates the counter variable CTR to a new
secret value CTR, and broadcasts its encrypted value to
all non revoked users. As a result, the state of each user
Ui, UieRS-{Uj} is updated to State,~f,(CTR). Thus, the
encryption key and ciphertext generated by the broad-
caster, and appropriate global secret key CW are
updated.

Each joined user receives fresh previously unused attribute
keys from the broadcaster.

The broadcaster initiated Setup procedure, which is, in
essence, the random algorithm that involves a random string.
Due to the randomization, performed during Setup, a user
who was previously revoked who rejoins after the revocation
gets completely new attribute keys. These keys may be the
attribute keys corresponding to the same (before revocation
and after join) access structure. This update is performed in
such a way that even a coalition of all users from the new set
of receivers RS cannot collude in order to reveal the updates
after Uj’s revocation Statej:fj(CTR).

Referring to the basic CP-ABE system construction
described in [1]: Let G, be a bilinear group of prime order p,
let g be a random generator of G, and let e: GoxG,—=+G, be
a proper bilinear map. The security parameter k denotes the
size of the groups. Let M be a secret message that should be
encrypted and sent by the broadcaster to the users from the set
RS—{Uj}; where, in the context of the present invention, M
may be the CW.

The order of the performed actions is as follows:

Firstly, the broadcaster runs the Setup algorithm that gen-

erates the public key PK and the master key MK.

Next, the Key generation procedure outputs the attribute
secret keys for the set of attributes that identifies the
corresponding access structure T. The attribute secret
key SK is unique for each user (from the receiver set RS)
whose attributes satisfy T. In essence, the encryption of
amessage (CW in the present case) is a certain one way
function of the set of attributes and a user. The unique-
ness of the SK for each user is satisfied by the random-
ness that the broadcaster inserts in the secret key for each
user during the Key generation procedure, and the ran-
dom updating of SK by each user upon a revocation
event that changes the access structure.

Finally, the broadcaster uses the attribute secret keys of the
users to encrypt a message M/CW) via the Encrypt pro-
cedure. The constructed ciphertext is, in essence, a cer-
tain one way function of the attributes which satisty a
given access structure T for a given receiver set RS. It
should be noted that ciphertext CT is unique for each
user from RS, and it does not depend on a specific user.

The present invention comprises the following modifica-
tions of the basic scheme of [1]:

Setup: Choose G, g, and two random elements o, PeZp.
The public key is published exactly as in [1]: PK=G, g,
h=gP, e(g, g)* The master key MK includes the new
random component CTReZ,,: MK=(, g%, CTR.
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Key generation (MK, S): The input of the algorithm is a set
of attributes S, and the output is a secret key that iden-
tifies the set. Two random numbers r; and r,; are chosen
from Z, for each user U, and each attribute jeS respec-
tively. The component E, encodes the state of U,, which
is a function of CTR. It should be noted that the users
maintain distinct states. The private key of U, is:

atn
D=g # E; = e(g. gy <™k,
v jes:D;=giH(jY¥, D;=gt

Encrypt. The encryption procedure encrypts a message
M/CW under the access structure (AS) T=RS-{Uj} (see
[1] and [5] for a simplification of AS). For each node x
(including the leaves) a polynomial q, is properly
defined (see [ 1] for the encryption details). Starting with
the root node R, a random secret for sharing seZ,, is
chosen and the root polynomial is defined in O as
qz(0)=s. It should be noted that the secret s and its
corresponding shares are changed (decremented by
CTR) in the modification of the invention.

Set s,=—s—CTR mod p and construct the ciphertext CT as:

CT=(T=RS-{U}},C=Me(g,g)*2
C=h" VyeY:C, =g,

C,'= H(j)2©

Here Y denotes the set of leaf nodes in T and H is a

cryptographic proper hash function.

Decryption: The decryption procedure performed by each
user that possess a set of attributes corresponding to T is
as follows: First, the user computes A,=e(g,2)"* by using
the DecryptNode procedure of [1]. Then,

M=C/(e(C,D)4E)

since

arry
oC.D) =g g | =elg. o2 =
e(g. §)*2 -e(g, g)*2 = e(g, §)2 -e(g, g) 1T,

Hence,
e(C.D)E=e(g,g)e(g.g) ™.
As a result,
e(CDYEpAi=elg.g).
Finally,
M=Cl(e(C, Dy 4,Ey)

The broadcaster updates CTR in MK by CTR<-CTR+s
mod p. The user updates E, in its private key by

E < E-A; =e(g, g1 Re(g, g™ =e(g, g)iTF).

Unlike previous CP-ABE based schemes, e.g. [5], the
users’ attribute keys in the method of the invention remain
constant regardless of the possible revocations, whereas only
a global state CTR and corresponding functions of CTR are
updated.
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Once auser U, is revoked, it cannot compute its function of
CTR, e(g,g)*“™® even with the collusion of every other user.
Thus, the revocation is permanent.

The generic procedure for transformation from any ABE
based scheme (with temporary revocation only) into a scheme
that supports the permanent revocation of users, is based on
the following observations: Each non-revoked user posses a
state, which is changed upon revocation of a certain user or a
group of users. The change of a state of any non revoked user
is performed by updating the secret master key MK by the
broadcaster, and corresponding updating the secret key SK, of
each non-revoked user U, (based on U,-th state). As a result of
this procedure, all users except the revoked U, can decrypt the
ciphertext and no coalition of users (that record the messages
after the exclusion of Uj) can assist in updating SK; and
computing the new secret master key MK.

The generic scheme for integration of the permanent revo-
cation into any ABE based scheme includes the following
steps into the above described encryption procedure:

Setup: This algorithm chooses a bilinear group G, of prime
order p, a proper bilinear map e: GoxG,—G |, a random
generator g (or generators g and h), and random expo-
nents a, beZ,, (see [2], [5], [12]). The output of Setup is
the public key PK. PK securely encapsulates the random
secrets a and b. In all schemes with temporary revocation
the secret master key MK includes the random secrets
used for the PK generation. For example, MK=(b, g%) in
[2] and [5] and MK=(a, b) in [12]. In order to perform
generic transformation from temporary to permanent
revocation, the additional secret random component
CTR is added to MK. The encoding of a user’s state is
based on the new counter variable CTR.

Key generation (MK, S): The key generation algorithm
takes as input a set S of predefined attributes, and outputs
a secret SK, known to all nonrevoked users, i.e. users
that posses the attributes set S. It should be noted that S
may be defined differently, based on the considerations
of the network management system. In order to con-
struct a scheme with permanent users’ revocation, the
state encoding component of each user Ui Fi is included
into SK. Ei securely encapsulates the state variable CTR
for each user Ui. Due to the randomness used for the
generating of Ei, the non-revoked users that possess the
same attribute set S have distinct states. Ei=e(g, g)"“™®
in the generic scheme of the invention applied to the
schemes of [2] and [ 5], and E,=e(g,g)* “““ in [12]. Here
ri and ti are randomly chosen by each user in [2, [5], and
[12], respectively.

Encrypt: The input of this algorithm is the public key PK,
a message MeG |, and a corresponding access structure
AS. The output of the Encrypt procedure is a ciphertext
CT. According to the modification of the invention, the
secret s shared between the non-revoked users, is
updated upon a revocation event as s,=—s—CTR. The
general encryption procedure of [2], [5], and [12] is not
modified. The main point of the modification of the
invention is that a new secret value (modified by a broad-
caster) is shared between the non-revoked users from the
updated set of attributes S.

Decrypt: After the decryption, performed by each user
(who possess a set of attributes corresponding to the AS
T), the broadcaster updates CTR in MK by
CTR<-CTR+s mod p. As a result, each user updates Ei
in its private key. Due to the random exponent generated
by a user in the independent way, the state, encoded by
Ei, is distinct for all users.
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Once a user Uj is revoked, he/she cannot compute their
function of CTR, even with the collusion of every other user.
Thus, the revocation is permanent.

The most efficient ABE based encryption method presently
available is that of A. Lewko and A. Sahai [12]. There follows
a description of how the method of the invention can be
incorporated into this prior art method to convert it into a
method with permanent revocation.

Setup: the Setup is performed as in the basic scheme of[12]
without modifications. The proper group G, of a prime
order p, two random generators g, heG,, and two random
secret numbers a, beZ,, are chosen.

The bilinear transformatlon e is deﬁned as in [12]. The
public key is published as PK=(g, g%, g”’, h?, e(g, g)*). The
secret master key of the broadcaster MK includes the new
random component CTReZ,: MK=(a, b, CTR).

Key generation: The key generation algorithm chooses a
random tieZ,, (as in [12]) and publishes the secret private
key (that identifies the set of the corresponding
attributes) as

SK=(Do=g'g" :D,~(g"Phy",

" B
D,=g E=e(g,g) )

Encrypt: As it was mentioned above, the component Ei
encodes the state of each user from RS, which is a
function of CTR. Here ID denotes the identity of the
non-revoked user. The encryption procedure is modified
in the following way. As in [12], the encryption algo-
rithm first picks a random secret seZ,. It should be
mentioned that s will be updated by the broadcaster upon
user’s (or users’) revocation. As in [12], s is split into t
shares as s=s"+ . .. 5. Let ID* denotes the i-th identity
in the revocation set R={ID,, . . ., ID,} of r revoked
users. Upon the revocation of r determined above users,
the broadcaster updates secret s as s,=s+CTR mod p and
splits s, as s,=s, "+ ... 5,"”. The constructed ciphertext
CT has the following structure:

CT~(C=e(g.9)"M.Co=g",

210: i
Coom(g" %)),

Decryption: The decryption, provided by each non-re-
voked user Ui is performed as in [12]. The major differ-
ence is that the secret s is updated (by adding the CTR
variable) per each revocation event. The computation is
correctly defined V, ID=ID,.

e(Co, Do)
"
E[Dl, 1_[ 1/(ID iD;) [ 1_[ Cl/(ID iD; )]

i=1
S+CTR a b?t
88

elg?, g°g? 0 _ e(g
elg, g™

elg, g™

2
e(g, g)(x+CTR)a -e(g, g)(x+CTR)b t 2
=elg, g)(x+CTR)a -elg, g)CTRb t

b2t

e(g. g)
The product e(D,,IT,_ 1’C VIP-ID0y.e(DIT,_, "
C,, P10 s equal to A=e(g, and it is computed b
02 q 2.8)” p y

each non-revoked user (defined by the identity ID). As aresult
of the decryption procedure, the entire secret message M is
revealed as follows:
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C-Ei-A
" e(Co, Do)’

The broadcaster updates CTR in MK by CTR<-CTR+s
mod p. The user updates FEi in its private key by

b2 B2 2
E «E;-A; =e(g, g)‘_CTRb ’e(g, g)‘;b r_ elg. g)(CTR+x)b '

As in the scheme presented hereinabove, any revoked user,
say U, cannot compute its function of CTR, e(g,g)CTRb g
Hence, the revocation is permanent.

Although embodiments of the invention have been
described by way of illustration, it will be understood that the
invention may be carried out with many variations, modifi-
cations, and adaptations, without exceeding the scope of the
claims.
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The invention claimed is:

1. A method of modifying the four stages of the Cipher-text
Policy Attribute-Based Encryption (CP-ABE) method that
allows a broadcaster to send encrypted data to a set of users
such that only a subset of authorized users can decrypt the
data, wherein the method supports permanent revocation of
users;

the modified CP-ABE method comprising:

a) in the setup stage—the broadcaster adds a secret ran-
dom component CTReZ,, to random secrets a,BeZ,
included in a master key MK, which is used to pro-
duce a public key PK;

b) in the key generation stage—a component E~=
e(g.g)”“"®, which securely encapsulates the random
control component CTR, is added to a set of attributes
of a user that encodes the state of each user U, to
generate the secret private key SK that the broadcaster
sends to U,, wherein g is a random generator of a
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bilinear group G, of prime order p, e: GoxG,—G, is a
proper bilinear map, r, is a random number chosen
from Z,, is a different random integer for each user,
and CTReZ, is the global state;

c¢) inthe encrypt stage: the broadcaster uses an algorithm
that includes a random secret for sharing sez, to con-
struct a ciphertext, the global secret key is encrypted
by the private keys of the subset of authorized users,
the broadcaster updates the global state by

CIR=CTR+s

and the broadcaster updates s upon a revocation event as
$>-_s—CTR mod p

and shares s, with non-revoked users from an updated set
of attributes; and
d) in the decrypt stage: user i computes a parameter

d=e(gg)™”
and then user i updates its local state by
E=E;4;=e(g.g) " e(g g) " =e(g gy TR*.

2. The method of claim 1 in which, if one or more users is
admitted to or revoked from the subset of authorized users,
thereby forming a new subset of authorized users:

a) the broadcaster updates the random control component

to a new random control component; thereby,

b) changing the master key and the state of each user and
their private keys; thereby,

¢) changing the global secret key to a new global secretkey,
which is encrypted by the private keys of said new subset
of authorized users; thereby,

d) only allowing users in said new subset of authorized
users to decrypt ciphertext that has been encrypted by
said broadcaster using an algorithm that includes said
new global secret key; and therefore,

e) only allowing users in said new subset of authorized
users to use said new global secret key.
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